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Introduction

With the increasing use of mobile phones and base stations, concerns are

being raised about the technology’s possible harmful effects on health and
the environment.

The World Health Organization confirmed that all the research and clinical
studies have not yet submitted any evidence that human exposure to any
disease the result of exposure to radio waves from mobile phone stations as
confirmed by other scientific organizations such as the International Society
for third-ionizing radiation and the management of food and medicine, U.S.

In order to address these concerns, Mobinil decided to create this booklet to
educate people about basic mobile facts, health and safety practices,
research results and proper usage of mobile telephones.
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The consensus of international scientific community is that the power from mobile phone base
station antennae is far too low to pose a health hazard. Nothing negative has been proven so
far despite the extensive amount of research made around the subject. It is essential, however,
for people to keep their distance from the base station antennae.

Mobile phone networks operate using electromagnetic waves within the non-ionizing radiation
range which is scientifically acknowledged as un-harmful to human beings.

This fact is confirmed by all relevant international organizations, most importantly is the World
Health Organization [WHO].

Sterility cases have never been reported as a result of using mobile phones or living near base
stations' antennae. Medical reports that indicate a link between microwaves and decrease in
fertility were about some soldiers subjected to large doses of radar waves for long durations.
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Q: What about the negative health reports that were published by some egyptian and
international newspapers?
According to most international institutions, no one was able prove such effects in an
independent laboratory. There were experiments made on rats but the same results cannot be

applied to human beings due to the major differences in response of the human body to
electro-magnetic waves.

Q: Why are people asked to switch off their mobile at gas stations?
Basically to avoid electromagnetic interferences with gas meters due to the energy emitted by
mobile phones during operation.

Q: Are medical hearing aids or pacemakers affected by mobile phones?
When mobile phones are used close to medical devices [like pacemakers, implantable
defibrillators, and certain hearing aids] there is a possibility that it might cause interference.
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Q: Are there any health risks caused by installation of a cellular tower in the immediate
area?

No, the radiation level at the ground is usually thousands of times less than safety limits. There
is no reason to believe that such towers can pose a potential health hazard to residents.

Q: Does the presence of a base station on top of a building create reason to worry for
the residents of that building?

No. Since the antennae emit electromagnetic waves in horizontal directions only; the least

affected persons by radiation are those who are actually living inside the building in question.
Moreover, concrete roof tops absorb most of the waves emitted by antennas.

Q: Why can’t base stations be built away from residential area?

Because both mobile phone and base stations operates at low power level. The base station

needs to be close to the area where people wish to use mobile phones and to reduce the
amount of power emitted.
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Yes. Mobinil has a specialized team working under the supervision of NTRA to measure sites
and ensure compliance to national and International standards. The measurements are made
according to a yearly plan; any non conformances are corrected immediately.

Yes. There is strict supervision from various government entities on mobile networks as is the
case for all communication bodies and networks in Egypt.

The National Telecommunication Regulatory Authority [NTRA] is responsible for reviewing all
network components prior to issuing their licenses. It is also responsible for issuing protocols
for installation of mobile network base stations anywhere in the nation as well as conducting
measurement checks on existing base stations to ensure their compliance.

These audits are made by the national Telecommunications Institute [NTI] on behalf of the
NTRA and the MCIT.

Due to the heavy presence of base stations mostly in urban areas, some degree of concern is
expected; especially at the infancy of this technology.

We expect that after some time; people will be accustomed to its presence and we are
confident that the government will continue its supervisory role to ensure safety of its citizens
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If you have a concern or inquiry, please contact Mobinil’s Health and Environment department at:

Mobinil; The Egyptian Company for Mobile Services.
2005C Cornish EI Nil, Ramlet Boulaq.
Cairo. 11624

Or send us an e-mail at:
We also invite you to visit our web page at:
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